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. To the Right TRI the Lards Spiritual ad Teo; 


in Parliament Aﬀenit ell 


May) it glei your Lordſhips, ET e Os . 
17 hath. been my hard Fortune, to be M. ſndeiſtood, at a 75 wh 
I endeavour d to. expreſs my ſelf with the utmoſt þ 
the Defence I made at your Lordfhips Bar, in hopes o e 0 the "4 
 nocence of my Heart, hath: been grieviouſly miſrepreſented: For which 
Reaſon, I have humbly preſunsd .to 25 75 it in this manner fo Nur 
|  Loraſhips Peruſal. 
70 dds, Theſe are the very Words ; ee ro Tour Lordſhip TY 
T hope they are ſo Plain and Expreſs, as not to be capnble of any 10 
com ruck ion, and may I ſo find Mercy at $7; Hands of God, as they afe, 
in 809 7 pets, SOT e to my Thoughts and pri nciples, 
3:25 1 1 I am, . Ge. 
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ö — HE Defence made by my Council, has been ſo full and 
particular, and the Trial it ſelf drawn out into ſo great 
a Length, that I ſhould not add to your Lordſhips Trou- 
ble by ſaying any thing for my ſelf, did I not think that 
| in ſuch a Cauſe as this, (wherein the Doctrine of our 
Church, the Dignity of that Holy Order to which I belong, and even 
the Common Intereſt of Chriſtianity ir ſelf, are ſo nearly concern'd) 
it becomes me not to be altogether ſilent. „„ 
For, my Lords, it has been own'd by ſome of the Managers for 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, that tho' I am the Perſon im- 
peach'd, yet my Condemnation is not the Thing principally aimd 
* at. I am, it ſeems, an inſignificant Tool of a Party, not worth re- 
_ garding ; the avow'd Deſign of my Impeachment is, by the Means 
of it, to 8 an Eternal and Indelible Brand of Infamy to be 
„ix d ina Parliamentary-way oh all thoſe who maintain the Doctrine 
of Non. Reſiſtance, and to have the Clergy directed what Doctrines 
they are to preach, and what not; and therefore, as inſignificant as 
I am in my ſelf,” yet the Conſequences of my Tryal (if rightly repre- 
ſented to your Lordſhips by ſome of thoſe Gentlemen) are of the 


38 * Moment and Importance? 


\ 
© a 


\ 


Since I am the Unfortunate Occaſion of bringing theſe Matters in 
Judgment before your Lordſhips, it will behove me, I think, after 
what has been pleaded in my Behalf, by my Council learned in the 
Law, to ſay ſomewhat alſo for my ſelf, in order to clear the Inno- 
4 © cence of my Intentions, .and remove that Load of Guilt and Infamy, 
which may be laid upon me, ſhould your Lordſhips determine ( as I 
truſt in God you will not) that the Articles of Impeachment ex- 
|  *hibited; have been made good againſt me. . 
„With your Lordſhips Permiſſion then, I ſhall lay before you ſome 
fe general Remarks, which, in my humble Opinion, may be ad- 
| \ ded to what my Council have already obſerv'd, concerning the 
* Methods taken by the Managers for the Honourable the Houſe of 
Commons, to prove and ſupport the Articles of their Charge; and 
hall then, with your Lordſbip's Leave, ſay ſomewhat ſeverally to 


the Articles themſelves, which may ſerve to remind your Lordſhips 


of what my Council before offer'd more at large, and with greater 
. * 0 146 i | 3 . . 


— 
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Ad vantage. 
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My Lords, the Charge brought againſt me, in theſe Articles, is of 
a very high and heinous Nature; and had it been as clearly made 
out, as it has been ſtrongly affirm'd, it would juſtly have expos'd me 


to a very ſevere Sentence. But the more heinous the Charge is, the 


more evident and undeniable, I ſhould think, the Proof ought to 
be. And how, my Lords, has this Charge been ſupported in the. 


| ſeveral Articles of it? By plain, direct, and expreſs Paſſages, pre- 


duc'd and read to your Lordſhips out of my Sermons, or by Ir- 
tendments, unneceſſary Implications, and ſtrain'd Conſtructions; 
by laying entire Sentences before your Lordſhips, and relying upon 
what was manifeſtly contain'd in them; or by piecing broken 


\ 


; Sentences, and conjoining diſtant and independant Paſſages, in or- 
der to make me ſpeak what I never thought of, | | 


I am unacquainted, my Lords, with the Methods of legal Proof, 
and littl e e e have had this Occaſion of enquiring into 
them. But as far as I am able to comprehend any Thing of this Na- 


ture, I ſhould think, that there cannot be a clearer Indication, that I 


am not guilty of having aſſerted what I am charg'd. by the ſeveral 


Articles to have ſaid, than that ſo many Hours Learning and Elo- 


quence have been employ'd in proving me to have ſaid it. Had L 
really affirm'd thoſe Propoſitions for which I am accus'd, my Ser- 


mons being before your Lordſhips, the Places wherein ſuch Propos 


ſitions were directly contain'd, might have been referr'd to and read, 


with the ſame Eaſe as my Council referr'd to the Paſſages contain'd 


in the ſeveral Writings and Sermons of the Reyerend Fathers, and 


other Eminent; Divines of our Church, wherein they taught the 
Doctrine of Nb 


| n-Reſiſtance, in the ſame Extent, as I maintain'd it, 
or in Terms much ſtronger. i. * ; 928 
Theſe Paſſages, produc d by my Council, wie barely read to yous 


Lordſhips ; no Arguments, no Colours were uſed ; becauſe none 


were neceſſary to prove what Propoſitions were laid down in thoſe 


Paſſages. : Whereas, to prove me Guilty of having aſſerted what is 


laid to my Charge, after my Sermon and Prefaces were read to your 
Lordſhips, much Art and Induſtry were us'd to perſuade your 
Lordſhips, that ſuch Aſſertions were really contain'd in them. ö 
My Lords, When my Words were capable of two Senſes, the 


worſt and moſt jnvidious, tho' at the ſame time the moſt ſtrain'd and 
_ unnatural; Conſtruction has been atwai s made of them; Nay, when 


my Words were fo plain and expreſs, that it was impoſſible to put 
any criminal Gloſſes or Colours upon them, I have been accus'd of 
meaning the dire& Contrary to What I have ſaid ; and When I preſs'd 


the Duty of Allegiance to the Queen, your Lordihips were told, 


that it was moſt certain, I meant the Pretender. - 


* 


To aggravate my Guilt, I have been accuſed, not only for what " 


am ſuppos'd to have ſaid ; but for what I am allow'd not to have 
ſaid: Not only for what I have taken Notice of in my Sermpas, bug 
For what I have paſs'd by unobſerv'd. I have been charg'd with Nega- 
tive Crimes, as if what I omitted te ſay, had been omitted with 


Deſign, and my Silence it ſelf ware Criminal, 2 Thelg 


— 


* 


Theſe, my Lords, are the Methods that have been made Uſe of 


to prove me Guilty of Crimes, which, if proved, might affect my Li- 
berty and Fortune. No favourable Allowances have been made to a 


/ Minifter of the Goſpel's diſcharging the Duty of his Function, and 


rebuking Vice and Irreligion, with an honeſt and well meant Zeal; 
but ſometimes, perhaps, carrying him into Expreſſions too open and 
ungarded. I could add, my Lords, if ſuch a Complaint might not 
be thought improper for one in my Circumſtances, on in the Courſe 
of my Accuſation, I have been ftil'd a Criminal, and treated as ſuch 
by ſome of theſe Honourable Gentlemen, with a Degree of Scorn and 


dignity, from which I hop'd my ſacred Profeſſion, my preſent un- 


appy Condition, and a Regard to this ſolemn and awful Judicature, 
might have ſcreen'd me. 5 e e e 
But, my Lords, I 3 all Complaints of this Nature, and, 
with your Lordſhip's ' 
Obſervations upon the ſeveral Branches of the Charge exhibired 
againſt me. | On, 


aye, ſhall proceed to make ſome few ſhort 


- T am charg'd, my Lords, 1 the firſt Article; with having main- 


rained, that the neceſſary Means us'd to bring about the late Happy 
Revolution, were Odious and Unjuſtifiable : In Proof of which, it 
has been urg'd, that I have in General Terms aſſerted the utter II- 


legality of Reſiſtance to the Supreme Power, upon any Pretence 


whatſoever. wy Lords, The Reſiſtance in that Paſſage, by me con- 
Iemn d, is no where by me apply'd to the Revolution, nor is it ap- 
plicable to the Caſe of the Revolution ; the Supreme Power not 
being then refiſted, _ | | | 
My Lords, IL neither e 


including the Revolution, under my General Aſſertion. I expreſs'd 
this Doctrine in the ſame General Terms, in which J found it deli- 
ver d by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, I taught it as I had learnt it from 
the Homilies of our Church, and as I was enjoin'd to teach it by 
the Articles of our Religion, I us'd no other Language than what 
had been us'd by our firſt Reformers, by a continued Seires of Right 
Reverend Prelates, and other Celebrated Divines, now with God, 
and by many of thoſe, Venerable Fathers before whom I ſtand, and 
what is perfectly agreeable to the Laws and Starutes of this Realm. 
I had little Reaſon to 1 that I could ever have been accus'd 
by the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons to your Lordſhips, as 
2 Criminal, or as an Aſperſer of the Memory of the late King, for 
preachingthis Doctrine; when others, who preach'd the ſame Doctrine 
in the ſame Terms, before their late Majeſties, before our preſent 
' Gracious Sovereign (whom I pray God long to preſerve) before each 
Houſe of Parliament, before this very Houſe of Commons, have 


met with pubſick Approbation 


But, fince it is my fingular Misfortune to be accus'd for what o- 

thers have receiv'd Thanks in ſome Inſtances convey'd to them b 

teveral of the Managers themſelves, I do with all Humble Oh 
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== prolly apply'd my Doctrine of Non-Reſi- © | 
ſtance to the Caſe of the Revolution, nor had I the leaſt Thoughts of 


— 


clare what I have, in this Caſe, aſſerte 


cles, as containin 


e 


dence, rely upon your Lordſhips Juſtice, not doubting, but that the 
Learned, the Judges, if thought 1 to be conſulted, will de- 
| to be warranted by Law; 
and the Right Reverend the Biſhops will affirm it to be the Do&rine 


of the Goſpel ; the Doctrine I preach'd, being rhe Do&rine of the | 
Hlomilies of our Church, not expreſs'd only in a few particular 


Paſſages of thoſe Homilies, but perfectly agreeable ro the whole 
Tenor, the main Scope and Deſign of them. „„ · 

And thoſe Homilies being eſtabliſh'd by the Thirty Nine Arti- 
Godly and Wholſome Doctrine; and thoſe Ar- 
8 being confirm'd by the 13th of Queen Elixaleth; and that 
Statute being made Perpetual and Fundamental to our Conſtitution, 
by the late Act of Union, I leave it to your Lordſhips, to conſider 
how far the Condemnation of me, on the account of that Doctrine, may 
affect and ſhake the preſent Frame of the Britiſb Conſtitution in 


Church and State, and tend to diſſolve the Union of the Two 
3 5 pond 
” 


y Lords, upon the Second Article, I would humbly pray your 
ordſhips to conſider, that I have no where, in my Sermon, ſhewn 
any the leaſt Diſlike of the Indulgence granted by Law ro Diflenters; 
that on the contrary, I have declar'd my Approbation gf it in 


the moſt expreſs Terms imaginable, which I beg Leave, once 


more, to repeat to your Lordſhips, out ef my Sermon preach'd at 
St. Paul's. I would not (I there by) be miſunderſtood, as if I in- 
tended to caſt the leaſt invidious Reflection upon that Indulgence 
which the Governmeny hath condeſcended to give them, which-I 


am ſure, all thoſe who wiſh well to our Church, are ready to grant 


. 


to Conſciences truly ſcrupulous; let them enjoy it in the full Li- 
mits the Law hath preſcribed. | n 
My Lords, This then was, and ſtill is my ſincere Opinion; ner 


am] conſcious that I have utter'd one Word inconſiſtent with it: 


I have, indeed, blam'd, and, perhaps, with ſome Warmth and Ear- 
neſtneſs blam'd, the Abuſes, which Men of no Conſcience have made. 
of the Legal Exemption granted to Conſciences truly ſc; upulous: 
Nor could I think that thoſe Reprehenfions of mine, would have 
drawn upon me the Diſpleaſure of any ſincere Chriſtian, which were 
level'd againſt Hypocrites, Socinians, Deiſts, and ſuch as, under 


the Umbrage of that AQ, which permits Proteſtant Diſſenters, and 


thoſe only, to ſerve God, N Man in his own Way, think them- 
ſelves at Liberty to be of no Proteſtant Congregation, of no Reli- 


7 
0 


4 7 5 at all. I will farther inge nuouſly own to your Lordſhips, that 


had in my Eye, ſome Abuſes made of that Ac, byche Diſſenters 
themſelves; who, I am told, do (both Paſtors and People.) rarely ob- 


ſerve the Qualifications preſcrib'd by that Act; and who ere& Semi- 


naries for educating Youth in Principles oppoſite to the Doctrine, Diſ- 
cipline, and Worſhip of our Church; whereas that Ac was intended 
For the Eaſe of thoſe whoſe Minds, thro' the unhappy Prejudices of 


Education, were already eſtrang d from the Church, not, as Lhum- 


F 


bly 


* 


Re „„ abc 3 
bly conceive, to indulge Men in taking the moſt effeQual Methods 
to propagate and perpetuate their Schiſm. . 
OY My Lord, Of any Favours to Diſſenters, granted or intended by 
the Law, 1 have no where complain'd ; of Toleration, a Word un- 
known to our Laws, and implying as I am inform'd, much more 
than our Law-givers deſign'd, if have ſaid any Thing offenſive, I | 
may, I hope, reaſonably preſume, that it will not be judg'd by your 
Lordſhips in any wiſe to reflect on that Act of Exemption, which I 
have ſpoken of in Terms no Ways, I think, misbecoming, a good 
Subje&, or betraying any Want of Chriſtian Moderation, / Nor is,” 
there, my Lords, any Want of it, I conceive, in affirming that this 
Ac, which relieves ſome Diſſenters from legal Punifhments, to 
Which they were before obnoxious, hath not any ways \alter'd the 
Nature of Schiſm, or extinguiſh'd the Obligations to. Church-Coms 
munion, which is an Evangelical Duty, incumbent on all Chriſtians 
by the Rules of the Goſpel, antecedent to all ſecular Laws, and can 
by no humane Power be diſpens'd with. If the Church of England, 
my Lords, impoſes' no unlawful Terms of Communion, as ſhe cer- 
tain] Joth not, then all Separatiſts from her Communion, will, not- 
withtanding the Indulgence, continue to be guilty of Schiſm, the 
Conſequence of which Guilt may ſtill reſt upon their Souls, however 
it may ceaſe to affect their Bodies or Eſtates ; for as no humane Law 
can render that lawful which God hath forbidden, ſo. neither can it 
make that void which God hath commande. | 
My Lords, I am accus'd, under this Head, of Maintaining, that 
it is the Duty of ſuperior Paſtors, to thunder out their Ecclefaftical 
Anathemas againſt Perſons entituled to the Benefit of the Toleration. 
I hope, it hath evidently appear'd to your Lordſhips, that I advance 
no ſach Poſition. Sure Iam, that my Words do not, in themſelves, 
carry ſuch a Meaning; nor does the Connection of my Diſcourſe re- 
quire that. Senſe, or eaſily admit it. Schiſmaticks, my Lords, are 
not the only Perſons againſt whom Eccleſiaſtical Sn may be 
«denounc'd ; the Works of Darkneſs which I referr'd to, as fit to be 
reprov'd, in that Part of my Sermon where I ſpeak of theſe Cenſures, 
are of the ſame Kind with thoſe mention'd by the Apoſtle, whoſe 
Words I produc'd, all lewd and immoral Practices; againſt theſe, my 
Lords, and againſt Hereſies and Blaſphemies, (a black Catalogue af 
which has been diſplay'd before your Lordſhips) I thought the. Ana- 
themas of the Church would be well employ'd : Such Anathemas, 1 
doubt not, my Lords, would be ratified in Heaven, and would, 
therefore, by any Power on Earth, be irreverſible. _ 5 
As to Arch-Biſhop Grindal, tho“ T may ſeem to have us'd ſome 
undue Aſperity of Expreſſion, concerning him, yet I charg'd him 
-with nothing but what I had good Grounds for, from our Hiſtorians. 
It hath been made appear to your Lordſhips, that, on the account 
of his Remiſſneſs in Church Government, he liv'd and died under 
b the high Diſpleaſure of Queen Elizabeth; and whether therefore He, 
or that Glorious Queen, ſhall bear the blame of his Diſgrace and 


— 
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Sufferings, is, with all Humility, ſubmitted to vet Lordſhips. 1 


hope, my Lords, Iffind clear in your Opinions of the Charge ad- 


 vanc'd againſt me, in the Two firſt Articles; And as my own Con- : 
ſcience acquits, ſo, I truſt your Lordſhips will acquit me, of whats - 


8 ' 


ever is laid to my charge in the Third. | 


My Lords, I neither have ſuggeſted, nor do in my Conſcience be- 


Heve, that the Church is in the leaſt Peril or Adverſity, from Her 


Majeſty's Adminiftration. So far am I from any ſuch Thoughts, 


that I am entirely ſatisfied of her being a moſt affe&ionate Nurſing 


Mother to it. But I hope, I may ſay, without Offence, that the 


Church may be in Peril from other Cauſes, without any Refle&ion 


upon Her Majeſty's Government, or any Contradiction of Her Royal 


Proclamation, and the Reſolution of both Houſes of Parliament; 
Four Years ago. If the Church be in Danger, when the Chriſtian 
Religion is evidently ſo, I hope, it will be thought no Crime, to 
ay it has ſcarce ever been in greater Danger, than it is now, ſince 

Chriſt had a Church upon Earth. For, beſides that Deluge of Pro- 
ee Immorality, wkich over ſpreads the whole Ringdom; 
beſides the Variety and growing Strength of thoſe Schiſms, which 
weaken and dividgus, and of thoſe Heterodox Opinions, and dam- 
nable Hereſies whikh are daily publiſh'd and propagated among us, I 
verily believe, that never were the Miniſters of Chriſt ſo abuſed 
and vilified ; never was the Divine Authority of the Holy Scriptures 


ſo. arraign'd and ridicul'd; never were Infidelity and Atheiſm it 


ſelf, ſo impudent and barefac'd ; never were ſuch horrid Blaſphe- 


mies printed in any Chriſten State, from the Foundation of Chriſtia» 


nity to this Day.  _ | | 

Out of the many Inftances of this Kind, which, being ready at 
hand, I could have preduc'd to your Lordſhips, I have ſelected a 
few only, but thoſe ſuch, as I am perſuaded, your Loxdfhips eould 
not hear without Horror and Aſtoniſhment. Pardon me, my Lords, 
if my Apprehenſion of the ſad Conſequences we may expect from 
ſuch crying Abominations, have forc'd from me ſome Expreſſions, 


which upon a leſs Occaſion, mie ſeem too harſh and vehement. 


A Man that dreads no Danger from ſuch unparallel'd Iniquities. 
that do, as it were, call down God's ſevereſt Judgments upon that 


poor Church and Nation, wherein they are openly and daringly 


_ committed, muſt be dead in his Love for his Country and Religion. 

If I have diſclos'd ſuch a frightful and deteſtable Scene of Impiety, 

. which, by reaſon of your Lordſhips High. Stations, and Great Em- 
ployments, might 3 lie undiſcover'd to your Sight before; I 

ſhall think my ſelf | | 

God's Grace, become the mean Inſtrument of putting a ſtop to th 


Over-ſlowing of Ungodlineſs and Blaſphemy, which, as yet, not 


Laws, no Proclamations, how well ſoever deſign'd, and how often 
ſoever repeated, have been able to reſtrain. ERS 8 


vor 
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2 Nor oughttlamy Lords, to forget, tho it was forgotten by the | 


onourable Managers, another Ground of Danger arifing to this 
Church from the 181. of Popiſb Emiſſaries, by me mention'd; - * 
I Thope, without the leaſt Offence, in my Sermon at St. Pauls, where 
I fay, it were highly to be wiſh'd, that thoſe excellent Laws made 
For the Defence, and Security of the Church, were, at preſent, . x 
*  #riftly in Execution. For the Reman Catholick Agents and Miſſionaries . 
chat ſwarm about this great City, as 'twere in Defiance and Conrempt ©. 
bf them, were never more buſy. in making Proſelytes to their Super- 
”  fiition and Idolatry, andperverting and debauching Her Majeſty's _ 
Subjects in every Corner of our Streets. I have not, my Loris, 
been call'd upon to prove the Truth of this Paſſage, nor has it been 
reckon d among the falſe Inſinuations I have made, that the Church _ 
is in Danger. - I pray God, the Church may be in no Danger upon 
=— -anyof theſe Accounts. Her Majeſty, your Lordſhips and the Com- 
mons, have, indeed, provided againſt theſe Dangers by wholſome 
Laws, and I hope, I did not exceed the Limits of my Function, when; 
being call'd to preach before Magiſtrates, I exhorted them to pre- 
vent theſe Dangers, by putting thoſe Laws ſtrialy in Execution, 
- Juſt had been the Indignation of the Honourable Houſe of Com- 
Mons. juſt would be your Lordſhips moſt ſeverefeſentments; if by 
amy Parallel, by me drawn, I had inſinuated, that the Members of 
both Houſes, who paſs'd the Vote concerning the ſafe and flquriſhing - 
Condition of the Church, had been then conſpiring its Ruin: I have 
already purg'd myſelf from this Imputation, by obſerving, that the 
Parallel aſcrib'd to me, implys, that they who voted King Charles J. 
I to be out of Danger, and thoſe who confpir'd his Death, were the 
very fame Perſons; whereas it is certain they were not. For, my 
Lords, the Vote about the Kings Safety was paſs'd by Lords and 
Commons,.a Year and half before his A i Murder, which 
had been contriv'd by the Army, and e by a pretended 
Ordinance of a ſmall Remnant of the Houſe of Commons, (not a 
 LFgenthPartofthe whole) after the reſt of the Members had been 
Impriſon'd or ſecluded, and without the Concurrence of the Houfe 
.of Peers, who totally rejected it. You have had, My Lords, a very 
Aifferent Repreſentation of this Fact, made by one of the learned 
Managers; but this, My Lords, is the real Truth, as recited in the 
Ac of Parliament, for the Attainder of the King's Murderers, and 
an Evidence that I could not poſſibly mean, by any odious Parallel, 
- _ -e@ infimiate, that the Members of both Houſes, who paſs'd the Vote 
concerning the Safety of the Church, were then conſpiring its 


Lo 


I humbly crave your Lordfhip's Patience, yet a little farther, 
hilft I ſpeak to what is alledg'd in the 4th Article, which charges. 
me with many Crimes of a very high and flagrant Nature, none of 
which have been endeavour'd to be prov'd upon me, otherwiſe. than 
from ſuppos'd Suggeſtions, and undetermin'd Expreflibns! And 1 
- maſt till, with your Lordſhips Leave, pambly Jan upofi it, that 


where the Expreſſions are doubtful, there the fayotitable Senſe. is 
always to be preferr d. | of 


* 


* 
. 


. 


(9) 


* Atſter all that has been ſaid, by the learned Managers for the Com- 
mons, What Miniſter of State, I beſeech Your Lorafh | 


ips, have I been 


15 to reflect upon, directly or indirectiy? Where, or how do 1, 


con 


any Suggeſtion, charge Her Majeſty, or thoſe in Authority un- 


der her, with a general Mal-Adminiſtration? How do I perſuade 

© hex Subjetts to keep up a Diſtinction of Parties and Factions, while 

oh 0 thoſe who divide us by Knaviſh Diſtinctions, and while 1 
perſu 


ade my Fellew-Subjefts to loſe and forget them? How is it 


 _ pPoffiible, I ſhould ftir up the People to Arms and Violence, when I 
Am endeavouring to convince them of the utter Illegality of Rebel- 


lion upon any pretence whatſoever ? Theſe Things, My Lords, ſeem 


to be inconſiſtent, unleſs a Man may be thought a,Rehel for recom- | 


mending Loyalty; or Seditious, for preaching againft Sedition. 

[ remember, indeed, at the Opening of this Charge againſt me, 
That One of the Managers for the Houſe of Commons, vouchſafed 
to oe his charitable Aſſiſtance towards reconciling this feeming In- 

ency; for he was pleas'd to ſuppoſe, That when I ſpoke againſt 


Reſiſting the Sovereign, 1 had not our Gracious Queen, but ſome 


- pardon my Earneſtneſs, if I call God to witneſs, that I utterly deteſt 


other Perſon, in View z and, that I might, therefore, agreeably to 
my Principles of Non - Reſiſtance, ſtir up the People to Arms and Vie 
olence againft her Sacred Majeſty : Your Lordſhips will, once more, 


any ſach Traiterous Intention: And 1 fhonld, in my Opinion, be 
unworthy of the Name of a Chriſtian, if I ſhould give myſelf Leave 


to caſt ſuch a black and groundleſs Imputation upon any one in like 


Circumſtances with mine, who had given all poſſible Evidences of 


his Duty and Affection to the preſent Government, My Lords, I 
have taken the Oaths of Afleglance to Her Majeſty, and that of 


Abjuration againf the Pretender; and when, therefore, I preach'd 


the Doctrine of Non-Refiftance, it is moſt apparent; that the Gd. 


vernment which I perſuaded my Fellow- Subjects not to reſiſt, is the 


— 


preſent Government. And I humbly conceive that the preſent Go- 
vernment can never be overturned, if it be never reſiſted. 

Ho true a Zeal and Affection I have always born to Her Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Government, I leave to be judg'd by Your Lord - 
ſhips and the whole World, from thoſe publick Demonſtrations 


which I have given of it at all times, when I had Occafion to make 


mention of either. I hope, Your Lordſhips will pardon me, if I refer 
to ſome of my own printed Expreffions, as an evident Proof of my 
unfeigned Duty and Allegiance, _ ate 
If to call it the moſt ineſtimable Bleſſing this Nation could enjoy, 
That Her Majefty, the good and pious Reli of the Royal Fa- 
„ mily, fits now happily upon the Throne of Her Anceſtors: If to 
pray, that God may long preſerve Her for the Comfort and Sup- 
« port of the Chutch, as the only Security, under God, it has to 


© depend upon: If earneftly to contend for the Safety, Rights, and 


+ Eſtabliſhment of Her Majefty, together with thoſe of the Church: 
© If to vindicate Her Majefty's Title to the Crown 4gazaft the H- 
t ſurpations, Pretences, and Encroachments of her Adverfaries; 


and to aſſert her Right to the 1 8 to have boen ſo clear, ma- 


niet, 


2 


3 


t nifeft, and undoubted, that even her worſt Enemies (could ſuch a 
C pious Princeſs be fuppos'd to have any) muſt acknowledge it; That 
_ © ſhe was proclaimed, as it were, by the Voice of God, in the U- 

 niverſal Joy, Satisfaction and Unanimity of her Subjects, That 
her Perſonal Merit, exempted from that, make her worthy. of a 

brighter Diadem than ſhe wears: If to perſuade her Subjects, 

6 with the moſt hearty Zeal and Generoſity to enter into a neceſſary 

War, for the Defence of Her Majeſty and the common Preſerva- 

tion of our Church, Liberties and Conſtitution, againſt a powerful 

c Adverſary: If to beſeech God to proſper ſo good an Undertaking 
to give a happy Event and Iſſue to ſuch a rightful Cauſe, to crown 

our Arms with Victory, and to make them as ſucceſsful, as they 

t arejuft and honourable ;. And, that in order to this, we are all 
bound, both in Duty to God and our Sovereign, as well as by our 
.< own Intereſt, unanimouſly and heartily to aſſiſt and ſupport Her 
_ under this great Undertaking, as far as our Prayers and Fates, 

Lives and Fortunes can ſerve her: If to perſuade her Subject, that 
z the great and threatning Dangers of our Enemies ſhould have 
. that juſt Effect upon us, to unite as much in our Reſolutions and Af- 
e feftions, as they do in our common Intereſts, Apprehenſiens and 
Troubles: If to ſet out the Bleſſings we enjoy in the wiſe Conſtitu- 

tion of our Government and Laws, in the moſt refined Policies of 
⁊ our Parliament and Miniſtry; in the Strength and Number of our 

Axmies, Fleets and Confederates; in the Care and watchful Vi- 

« gilance, the Courage, Reſolution and Condutt of our General; 

© and above all, in the Piety and Prudence of our moft Gracious 

Queen: If to affirm, that She daily gives freſh Inftances of her 
Wiſdom, in the happy Adminiſtration of her Government; apd 
in nothing more ſhews her Policy and diftinguiſhing Judgment, than 
in making Choice of ſuch Minifters of State, who are acceptable to 
their Country, and expreſs ſuch a Zeal and Steadineſs in its Ser- 
4 vice and true Intereft : and whom nothing could.bribe or betray in- 
to a Party, wherein it might any ways ſeem to be endanger'd : If, 
with the moſt ardent Requeſts, to implore God's Providence, which 
thro ſo many Dangers and Difficulties, has rais'd up and preſerved 
Her Majefty to carry on theſe Glorious Undertakings with Succeſs ; 
* that ſhe may be able to reſtore and ſettle the Peace of Europe in its 
? juſt Rights and Limitations : And that as God has beſtow'd a Crown 
© upon Her, in this World, as a Reward of theſe heroick and pious 
$- Deſigns; ſo after a long Reign here, he would advance Her to an 
higler Throne in Heaven, and dignify Her with a Glorious and 
b Immortal Crown hereafter : If this, My. Lords, I ſay, is falſly 
_ and' maliciouſly to ſuggeſt, that Her Majeſty's Adminiſtration, both 
in Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Affairs, tends to the Deſtruction of the 
Conſtjtution: If this be charging Her Majeſty, and theſe in Au. 
thority under Her, both in Church and State, with a general Mal- 
Adminiſtration: If this be as an Incendiary to perſuade her Subjects 
to keep up Diſtinctions of Factions and Parties: If this be inftil- 
Aung groundleſs Jealouſies fomentingdeftryRive Diyiſions, and ſtirring 
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Biſhops. 


Her MajsRy's Subject to Arms and Violence againſt _ any but Hep 
Enemies; then, my Lords, Iam Guilty of (his Article of Impeachment; 
otherwiſe I am Innocent. | 


My Lords, I have always thought it my Duty upon all Publick Occa- 


ſions, to aſſert theſe Principles of Loyalty and SubjeRtion to be Supreme 


Power, whenever I had a proper Call ſo to do; Of this, tente num- 


berleſs Witneſſes in thoſe ſeveral Places to which ! have belong Ons 
of theſe I beg Leave of your Lordſhips, particular'y to mention, gde. 


len College in Oxford, whereof I am at preſent an unworthy Member, nd 
which by the known, Sufferings of the whole Body, for the Church and 
Conſtitution, contribured as much towards the late Happy Revolution, as 
any Society in the Kingdom: To which Honourable Society, I humbly 


: pea] for my Character and Behaviour. I could alſo Appeal for the 


ame, to a Right Reverend Lord, that now fits upon the Bench of 

Had it been fit to have troubled your Lordſhips with Kvidences of my 
Hearty Affection to the preſent Government, I could have produced them 
in great Abundance from the Perſons with whom I have conyers'd 3 from 


the Gentlemen whom I have bred up; and from the Congregations to 
which hv preach'd. If my Principles had any Tendency towards ali- 


enating the Affections of Her Majeſty's Subjects; idly, Dae one In- 
ſtance of my Diſloyalty to the Queen; ſome favourable Expreſſions to- 
wards the Pretender; ſome Indications of my Diſlike to the preſent Set- 
tlement, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, might have been pirch'd upon, 
and e xpos'd to your Lordſhips, in order to juſtify the Charge of Sedition 
againſt me. Bur I cannot but with Pleaſure obſerve to your Lordſhips, 
that from the whole Courſe of my Actions, no one Inſtance of that kind 
Is alledged, or fo much as pretended. | | 


My Lords, the Charge of wickedly wreſting divers Texts of Scripture 


lies very heavy upon me, as a Chriftian and Miniſter of Chriſt. If 1 am 


Guilty of it, there is another Tribunal, another Bar, at which I am to ap- 
Pear; and where, by that Scripture which I have wreſted, 1 ſhall be judg- 
ed and condemned, In the mean time, My Lords, I hope, that thoſe 
whoſe particular Profeſſion and Srudies qualify chem to be the moſt com- 


petent Judges of ſuch Matters, will abſolve me in this Particular. 


Upon the whole Matter, therefore, My Lords; I hope, it appears, that I 

am not Guilty of any of the Crimes of which I am accus'd; that T have 
tranſgreſs'd no Law of the Land, neither Statute nor Common- Law, re- 
lating either to Her Majeſty, or to my Fellow-SubjeQs, to the Church, or 
to the State, and that I may, with all Humility, apply to my own Caſe, 
the words of that Bleſſed Apoſtle, whoſe Doctrine I defend, and whoſe 


Example, J hope, I ſhall have the Grace to follow; Neither againſt the 
Law, nor againſt the Temple, nor againſt Caſar, have | offended any 


* thing at all. | : 

What I have hitherto humbly offered to your Lordſhips, relates to my 

Words and Actions; and as to the Thoughts, and Intentions of my Heart, 

which are known only to God and my own Conſcience, and which are af- 

firm'd, in my Impeachment, to be Wicked, Seditious, and Malicious; I call 

the Searcher of Hearts to witneſs, in me moſt ſolemn and religious Man- 
e h * 2 „ ner , 
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ner, as 1 expett to be acquitted before God and his Holy Angels, at that - . 
dreadful Tribunal, before which, not only. I, but all the World, even 
your Lordſhips, who now fic in Judgment upon me, muſt appear, to be 


8 


- acquitted or condemned ; that I had no ſuch Wicked, Seditious, or Mali- 
cious Intentions 3 that there is nothing upon Earth, I more Deteſt and Ab- 
hor; that my Deſigns were, in every reſpect, direct contrary. I had 
no Intention to aſperſe the Memory of his late Majeſty ; to traduce or - 
. condemn the late Happy Revolution; or to arraign the Reſolutions of 


both Houſes of Parliament. So fat was I from deſigning to undermine * 


and ſubvert Her Majeſty's Government, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion as 
by Law Efſtablith'd, that it was my ſincere Intention to exert my beſt Eu- 
deavours for their Security: So far was I from intending to perſuade Her 
Ma je ſty's SubjeRs,to keep up a Diſtinction of Parties and Factions; from 
inſtilling oroundlefs Jealouſiss; fomenting deſtructive Diviſions among 
them; or exciting and ſtirting them up to Arms and Violence; that my 
Aim was to perſuade them to lay aſide all Diſtinctions; to unite in one 
well · compacted Body ; to be obedient to their Governors; and to ſup- 
ort the 3-454 Eſtabliſhment : So far was 1 from defigning to defame 
er Maje * Adminiſtration, or to infuſe any undutiful Thoughts of 
Her, that J not only pay Her all Honour and Obedience, but am, from 
the bottom of my Soul, zealouſly and affectjonately Loyal to Her; being 
entirely perſuaded, that the Church is fo far from being in Danger from 
Her Majeſty, that She is as heartily affected to irs Eſtabliſhment and 


\. Proſperity, as, I hope, I have always ſhewed my ſelf to be to Her Sa- 
>... cred Perſon and Government. 5 | l 


As to the Proteſtant Succeſſion by Law Eſtabliſh'd, tho the Doctrine 
which I preach'd, tends to the Security of it, (as I heartily defire every 
thing by me ſpoken ſhould tend) yet having no Occaſion in either of my 
Sermons to take Notice of it, I do no where, in thoſe Sermons, mention 
it, nor ſay any thing that can be interpreted to have any View towards it» 
Therefore, tho' I cannot, with my beft Application, apprehend, how ir 
comes to be taid, in the Preamble ro my Impeachment, that I had deſign d 

to undermine and ſubvert it; yet I ſhall gladly take this Opportunity of 
Declaring myſelf, before your Lordſhips, upon that Subject. It is my ſin- 
cere and hearty Prayer, that God would prolong the Life of Her moſt Sa. 


= Fred Majesty, whoſe Exemplary Goodneſs and Picry glve us the beſt 


opes we have, of averting that Vengeance, which is due to the Wick- 
edneſs of the Age we live in; that he would bleſs Her Councils at Home, 
and Her Arms abroad, and make Her Reign exceed that of Her renown'd 

| Predeceffor Queen Elizaberh, in Length as well as Glory; bur when the 
- Inheritrix of the Bleſſed Martyr's Crown and Piety; when She, the Deſire 
of our Eyes, and the Breath of our Noſtrils, ſhall, full of Years and Honor, 
be gathered to Her Fathers, and exchange Her Temporal for an Immortal 
Crown, (fince we are depriv'd of that Prince, Her Royal Offspring, whoſe 


Loſs no true Lover of his Country, and of the Royal Family, can refle& 


, D> % 
> . | 3 ” 2 
. i : fo 


upon, Without 2 bleeding Heart; and whom Godjin his Anger, took from 
us, becauſe we were unworthy of ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing) 1 earneſtly 
beſeech God, in defect of future Iſſue from Her Majeſty, to perpetuate the 
Brucceſſion of the Crown, as it is Eſtabliſh'd in the molt Illuſtrious Houſe 

| | F | | T2 
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on as, next to his Providence, the beft Guard 5 


we have againſt Popery and Atbicrary Power; the beſt Security of our 


Church, and of the Conſtitution of our Government, which is the Gl 


7 5 and Happineſs of our own Nation, and the _ of all others, And I 5 


cannot yet apprehend, how the Doctrine which I have taught, tends to 
weaken or undermine it; nor on the other ſide, how the Doctrine of Re- 


. fiftance, which brought Her Majeſty's Royal Grandfather zo the Block, 


(ſuppoſing it a true ine) comes to be mention'd or thought of, 


much leſs to be induſtriouſly maintain d, a5 a neceſſary, an indiſpenſable 


Duty, under the moſt mild and gracious Adminiſtration of the Beſt of 
Queens. Nothing ſeems more ſtrange, than that Refiſtance ſhould be ſo 
carefully taught under ſuch a Government; unleſs. it be, that Non- 


Reſiſtance ſhould overturn it. So far was I, therefore, from having any 
of thoſe wicked, malicious, or ſeditious Deſigns, which are laid to m 


Charge, that my Intimations were, on the contrary, to inſtil the Princi- 
ples of Loyalty and Obedience into my Fellow SubjeQs, and withal to 
put a ſtop to that Torrent of Lewdneſs, Irreligion and Atheiſm, of 
which I have given your Lordſhips ſo many flagrant Teſtimonies, 
Theſe outrageous Inſults upon God and Goodneſs, are ſo provoking, 
that they may excuſe ſome Heat and Severity of Expreſſion in a Mint- 
ſter of Chriſt, who has a juſt Senſe of Religion, or due Concern for 
the Diſcharge of his Holy Function, or for the Honour of his Maker and 
Redeemer, And if any Objection be made againſt me, for treating, with 
an unbecoming Bitterneſs, ſuch daring Rabſbeca's, who defie the Living 
God, I beg leave to reply, in the Words of a Reverend Father of our 
Church, Let them conſider what Moderation and Temper a Man had 
© nced be of, that in this Nation, and this Age, ſhall ſpeak againſt Fa- 


© ion, Rebellion, (I add, Deiſm, Tritheiſm, and all ſosts of Hereſy, 
1 * Blaſphemy and Atheiſm ) without extraordinary Severity. Nay, it is 


our Duty, in ſuch Caſes, to expreſs ourſelves with Warmth and Sharpneſs, 
according to the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, who, tho Meekneſs its 
ſelf, could not but ſhew the utmoſt Indignation at the prophaning the 
Houſe of God. This is not, my Lords, to rail, but to rebuke; and thoſe 


who ridicule or cenſure us for it, either have not, I preſume, or will 


not own they have, a right Notion of the Dignity of our Oifice; will not 


conſider that we are Ambaſſadors of Chrift ; that we are commanded, 


in his Name, to exhort, and rebuke, with all Authority; and that oue ' 
Authority is derived from thoſe, to whom it was faid by our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, He that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, de- 


ſpiſeth him that ſent me, Whatcver Expreſſions, therefore, in my Ser- 


mons, may have ſlipt from me, which ſeem fo far liable to Exceprior, as 
to carry a Senſe I neyer intended (as he muſt be a happy Speaker indeed, 
whole Words are altogether unexceptionable ) yet, I humbly hope, the 
above-mentioned Provocations will plead my Excute, or that at the very 


worf?, ſome haſty, or even violent Expreſſions ſhall not be dæemed High 


Crimes and Miſdemeanours. I deſire, it may be farther conſidered by 


your Lordſhips, that I could have po temporal Intereſts to ſerve, by the 


De ctrines I advanced; and therefore could have no Deſigu in view, but to 
diſcharge my Duty to God as a Miniſter of Chriſt, and to my Sovereiga 


as à faithful and loyal Subject. 
af Mx 


why . 


©. My Londs, Theſe things being humbly oller d to the Conſideration = f 
of yourLordſhips; 1 hope, that what Ihave already ſuffer'd as a fup= /* 


of 
poſed Criminal, will be thought ſuſſicient Puniſhment for one who has 
offended againſt no Law yet in being. It muſt be thought no little 
Griefand Vexationtoany ingenuous Man, to be brought tothis Bar, un- 
der the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch Crimes as are laid ro my Charge; but 
for a Perſon of my Function to have an Accuſation ofæhis Nature al- 
ledg d againſt him, ſo heinouſly reflecting upon his Holy Character, is 
ſuch a foul Blot, as tho his Innocence ſhould at laſt be clear'd by your 


Lordſhips upon the moſt undeniable Evidence, muſt leave a Scar upon 
his good Name, which is to all Men dear, but much more fo to thoſe 
whoſe whole Capacity of doing Good inthe World, principally depends 


upon it. My Lords, as the Matter of my Charge was highly Criminal, 


ſo the Form and Manner of it ran in ſuch general and uncertain Terms, 
that twas impoſſible to know the Grounds of my Accuſation, or how to 


defend uy elf, when I knew not where I ſhould be attack d; ſo that 
after Iha 


Houſe, I might add, that ofa long and a cloſe Confinement, and of an 
Expence no ways proportion'd, to my Circumſtances. Theſe,my Lords, 


are Afflictions which can be conceiv'd by no body, ſo well as by him, 


who has been ſo Aer as to feel the Weight of them; and among 
theſe, Ireckon it not t 


Ghoſt hath made me an Overſeer. For, ever ſince I have had m 
Liberty, by the Favour of your Lordſhips admitting me to Bail, 
have purpoſely avoided doing any part of the Duty of my Function, 


or even appearing in Publick, leſt it ſhould occaſion any Tumult or 


Diſturbance, as wy neceſſary Attendance on your Lordſhips, from 
time to time, has ſince been thought unhappily to have done, with- 
out any Fault of mine, or the leaſt degree of Encouragement given 
by me, - which I profeſs, in the Preſence of God, ro abhor. 
- All theſe Circumſtances, my Lords, being conſider'd, together with 
the Publick:Manner, the Length and Solemnity of my Tryal, before 
ſo Auguſt a Court of Judicature, by which means, I am made a Caxing- 
Steck, both by Reproaches and Aflictions, and a Spectacle to the whole World : 
T have ſtood in this Place, Day after Day, to hear my ſelf accus'd of 
the Black-ff Crimes, and ory revil'd: I have been repreſented as a 
Papiſt in Diſguiſe, as a Re 
wornment, and a Favourer of the Pretender, tho'T have abjur'd him; that is, 
as the worſt of perjur'd Villains. I have been call'd an Inſignificant 
Poo! of a Party on the one hand, and 4 moſt dangerous Incendiary on the o- 
ther; nay, au Angel, that is, a Devil dezach'd from the Infernal Regions. 
All theſe things, I ſay, being conſider'd, (and your Lordſhips; I am 
ſure, in tender Compaſſion to me, will conſider them) it is moſt cer- 
rain, that whatever be your Lordſhips Determination concerning me, 
I cannor eſcape without being a very great Sufferer ; and I ſhall have 
been abundantly puniſh'd, rho? I ſhould have the Happineſs to ny 
= | ec 


. * 


Four Lordſhips, at laſt, acquitted, 


e leaſt of my Sufferings, that have been ſo long 
time debarr'd from taking heed to that Flock, over which the Holy 


el, as an Enemy to Her Majeſty's Perſon and Go- 


rovided as particular an Anſwer, as ſuch a general Accuſa- 
tion would admit of, the Commons were pleaſed, in their Replication, 
to ſay, that there were ſeveral things in it foreign to the Charge. To the 

reat Misfortune of falling under the Diſpleaſure of that honourable 
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Vet I eannot reflect, without Comfort, (the greateſt of Comforts, 
next to that of a good Cauſe and a good Conſcience) that I anſwer for 
myſelf this Day before the moft Illuſtrious Aſſembly in the World, the 
whole Body of the Nobility of Great-Britain, whoſe Princely Extraction 
and High Qualities, whoſe magnificent Titles and ſplendid Fortunes, 
whoſe Hereditary Candor and Generofity, inherent in Noble Blood, 
t CTnſeparable from the Birth and Education of Peers; in a word, whoſe 
Solid judgment and Exact Skill in the Laws of this Realm, ſo emi- 
= nyently qualify them for the final Determination of Juſtice z who are 
neither to be ſway'd by Hopes, over-rul'd by Fears, nor miſled by any 
- falſe Prejudice or Paſhon. If it muſt be a Man's Misfortune to labour 
under ſuch hard Circumftances as mine, it is no ſmall Mitigation of 
them, that he pleads his Cauſe before ſuch Judges, who, he knows, 
will decide it with the ſtricteſt Impartiality, Equity and Honour. 
And when J conſider, that I now ſtand, and am judg'd for ſome of 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, which God deliver'd unto our Fathers, 
and You, my Lords the Biſhops, their Sueceſſors, have receiv'd from 
Chrift and his Apoſtles, as the ſacred Depoſitum of the Church, to be 
_ maintain'd inviolably in its Primitive Simplicity; when I confider, 
what is the Cauſe for which I am this Day call'd in Queſtion 3 That 
it js one of thoſe Eternal Truths, which You are ſolemnly command- 
ed to Teach, and earneſtly Contend for: When I conſider, that tis 
that, our Bleſſed Lord and his A poſtles ſeal'd with their moſt preci- 
dus Blood, and fo many Primitive Martyrs maintain'd in the midſt of 
Flames, ſo many Learned Biſhops and Confeſſors recommended to 
Poſterity in their immortal Writings, as the diſtinguiſhing Badge and 
Glory of our Reformation: Nay, when I conſider, that 'tis what your 
Selves have already ſupported with inconteftable Reaſon and Autho- 
rity; it is no ſmall Satisfaction to me, to think, that as your Lordſhips 
are my Judges, ſo you muſt be my Advocates. What a Guilt, as well 
as Diſgrace, would it juſtly devolve upon the Clergy, to recede from 
any Principle of our Excellent Church, eſpecially from what has heea 
ſo long retained and boa ſted of, as its peculiar Character; by aban- 


my doning which, we muſt relapſe into ſome of the worſt Doctrines, ven 
ich of Popery itſelf, and render ourſelves the moſt contemptible, as well 

Are as inconſiſtent, Church in the World. I think, I may, therefore, with 

55 8 Confidence, uſe the Words of the great Apoſtle, to his Accuſers; Ha- 


ving obtained belp from God, I continue unto this day, witneſſing both to ſmall 
and great ;, Saying none other things than thoſe which the Prophets 
and Moſes, I may add, Chrift and his Apoſtles, did ſay. = 
For, my Lords, if I have committed axy$aults and Errors in Ex- 
preſſion, yet as 1 inſiſt upon my Innocence with Reſpect to all the 
High Crimes laid to my Charge, ſo I might ſtill inſiſt upon all the 
Dottrines which I have taught, as being agreeable to the Word of 
God, and to the Doctrines of our moſt Excellent and truly Apoſtu- 
lical Church, and which we of the Clergy are obliged, both by Sub- 
(cription and Oath, te Acknowledge and Defend, And how hard 
ar our Circumſtances, if we muſt be puniſh'd in this World, for do- 
ing that, which if we do not, we ſhall be more heavily puniih'd in 
de nent! What Condition ape we in, if we are commanded cry 
| s ; 75 8 10 a | aloud, - 
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pure bot; to enbort, rebuke, in Seaſon) and ont of Seafon, | 


' this'be our Caſe, who, indeed, is ſufficient for theſe things ? And, how 


5 "theſe Words of the Apoſtle ; if in this Liſe only we have hope in 
5 Chrid, we are of all Men moſt miferable, - But our Comſort is, that 


PR 


- 


EE 


* > 
* mig, v , Fs 
* * 
* 


A 


'__ centious times ate ſo plenti 


in Chriſt is not only in this Life. Juſtiy might we be re- 
and deſerve ſome of thoſe Reflections, which in theſe Li- 


truly may we of the Miniſtry, above all Men living, apply to our * | | 
oc | 
— ö 


pour d upon us, were we not ready to 
Practiſe the Poctrines we preach, of Self-denjal, Taking up our Croſs, 
_ ond patient Subtniſſion to Sufferings and Afffictions. e - | 
dor my on Part, it matters not what becomes of me, nor is my Delive- 
EY, pawn in of any Moment to the World; or If it be, Iam ready not oni 
be bound, but to die, could I, by that, do Service to my Queen, my | 
Church 


, or my Country ; neither count I my Life dear, ſo that I mighe | 


minim my Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry which 1 have receiv'd of * 


the Lord Jeſus; but may God fo direct your Lordſhips, that thro' me a 
Wound may not be given, to the Doctrines of the Scriptures, and of 
the Church, which Chriſt bath purchaſed with his own Blood, . , |, | 
And d fo, with all Humility and Reſignation, I ſubmit my ſelf to your 
© -Lordſhips Judgment, be it what it will. One thing, I am ſure, it can never 
- 2 from me; the Power of wiſhing and praying (and whether in Pro- 
Pperity or Adverſity, whether I am acquitted or condemned, I ſhall always 
19. for the Queen my Sovereign, for your, Lordfhips my Judges, and 
| 105 Commons my Accuſers; moſt earneſtly beſeeching Ximighty God, 
to deliver all Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt us, from all falſe Do- 


Arine, Hereſie and Schiſm, from Hardneſs of Heart, from Contempt of 
his Word and Commandment, from Envy, Hatred and Malice, = 
Unchacitableneſi, e Malice, an 
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